NPPD plcks Midwest proposal for

wmd power prolect_nvear, Petersburg
~ Selection signals start of negotlatlons with developer

Nebraska Publ1e Power Drstnct
will be:adding to its wind energy
portfolio in the near future; and one of
those wind’ pro_]ects w1ll be in Boone
County.

Last Frlday, NPPD’S Board of
Directors. authorrzed ‘entering into
power purchase agreement (PPA)
negotiations with:Midwest Wind
Energy/Edison Mission Midwest.
NPPD will seck an agrgenént: for
80 megawalts of wrnd-powered gen-
etation from the company’s Loredo
Ridge site near Petersburg.” :

Thie ‘district 15 also-inferested in
inegonatmg an agreemeént for a'second
project northeast of Bioken Bow, NE,
to-also bedeveloped by Midwest
Wind Energy/Edison Mission' Mid-
west, if® NPPD can find -other utility
participaits fo purtchiase up to half of
: the onitpiib of the total projects,

~1t-is  expected that once negotia-
tions are concluded, NPPDwould ap-

- prave fivial eontract(s) later this year.
: Thefacilities would be operational by
the end of 2010%r garlyin-2011.

Selection{of Midwest Wind En-
ergy/Bdison Mission Midwést: was
based uponachievifig the lowest cost
poss1b1e for the eleetricrty purchased

melud:ng transmrssron costs, and
minimizing any envlronmental
concerns. -

- Midwest’s power collectron site

for the Loredo Ridge wind farm -

will be very near NPPD’s existing
gubstation east of Petersburg, which
is-expected to. reduce ‘constryction
cost
- NPED- Pre31dent and CEO Ron

'Asche ‘said that seeking the power

purchase agreements fof ‘additional
wind-pewered energy keeps the
district on. schedule to meeta strate-

"gic goal of adding motre reneWable
“enérgy‘to its portfoliol. =Y

“Bytukinga systentatic approach

to wind development, we will be

able to further-diversify: NPPDis
generat;on portfoho and help ‘the
state btoaden econdmie development

- opportuiities related to deployment
<of wind’ energy m Nebraska » sard
_Asche <

~In November 2008 NPPD is-

_sued & request:for-proposal (REP)
forprojects up 6. 80-megawatts

size that could be built neat Broken

‘Bow- and/or Petersburg. In April
-2009; NPPD tegeived 22 proposals
~from: sever d1ff%rent developers for

;meteorologwa] tovers: 1;

‘developer inistead of cofistricting a
- facility is largely«driveii by the fact
that federal production tax crédits
a11able to pubhe piower-'

- UU!:;{!MB’HJTOMW["——”, —
- According to the Midwest Wind -

Energy website, its Loredo Ridge
Wind Farth, 1s‘capable of producing
up to- 100 miegawatts of eleciricity

annually. Most of the wind farin is

tocated northeast-of Pétersburg, be-

sinning about two miles edst of town:.

!I‘he wind farm lease area surrounds
Raeville on three sides, Locations
bf the wind towers have not yet been
announced, -

In February 2008, NPPD’s Board
bf Directors established a ‘goal of
naving 10 percent of its energy come
from renewable resources by 2020
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cility: sotith of Amsworth,

36 tuibines produce’ approxrrnately_

60 megawatts of wind-gencrated
POWEr, OmahalebthowerDrstnet
thie Municipal Energy Agencyof Ne-
braska, the City of Grand Island, and
the Jacksonville Electri¢ Authonty
purchase approximately half of the
power produced at Ainsworth. A PPA

is also in place with Edison Mission -

to purchase the electrical output of
the 80-megawatt Elkhorn Ridge

" Wind Farm northwest of Bloomfield,
~ NE. NPPD takes half of the'energy,
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the constructmn and operatlon of

- wind energy facilities. After: pro-

posals were reviewed, a short list of
responses was selected for further
negotiations based. on the. lowest

" pewer and transmission.costsy plus

environmental considerations;

- “By utilizing a power purchase :
] agreement for additional wind-

powered .generation, :NPPD: mini-
mizes the cost of wind energy 1o our

.customers. The private: developer
- takes the risk of consiruction and

maintenance of a wind:farm, and

receivesitho: benefit‘of the federal
_ production. tax: credits.. NFPD pays
- only-for the electricity. generated at

an. agreed: upon.iprige,” said Dave
Rich, NPPD Repewable: Bnergy
Development manager. “Our Board

- of Dirgetors’. .dgcision to enfen into

Aeompetltwe

“For NPPD; seduringa P

- utilities. However, thesé tax cred1ts
-gre available for private wmd farm
developers

Midwest Wind Energnydlson
Mission. Midwest is -planning to
use the Community Based Energy
Development (C-BED) model for
both proposed-projécts. C-BED
 projects’ qualify for state sales tax
exeriiptions’ on wind- -generation
~facility equipment; lowering the
“gosts of construction and contin-
ued operation and maintenance.
By partnering with wind-farm
.developers; NPPD-can acquire
lower cost: renewable ‘energy for

Negotiationsbetween NPPD and

: : Midwest Wind Enérgy are expeoted

. toinclidsthefinal purchased power
“price, mterconnectlon agreements

< and a fime frame for constructxon

production. . .

¢ted by telephone Mo~
ick Dalseth; Midwest
‘representative, sdid
-that gome prelimi-
. naryie ction could take place
" this ‘fall ¥but it’s too early:to tell.”
“His company. must complete two
~more _env1ronmenta1 d

, complete: negotmtrons w1th NPPD
* before the: project tlme]me can be

finalized,

“We hope 1o meet 4s soon as
- possible with the- landowners in our

. project area, and I hope tomieet with

- the Beone County Commissioners

- as soon a8 Ang. 3L he said. The .
* project will defrmtely be under
- construction by the spring of 2010,
. Dalséth said, and ‘commitments

“have been madeto supply the'54

i ‘wmd turbines for the pro_]ect

EETETTIRN ;- Pk I




