ANOTHER OPINION

www.theindependent.com The Grand lsland Independent fUESDA\’, FEBRUARY 9,2010:

Re—ploneermg key to rewtallzmg rural areas

By Pau! Hosford

The Umversity'of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s College of Architecture is
currently in its second semester of
partnering with the citizens of )
Boone County to “re-pioneer” their . -

-rural area.
-In December 45 eco-friendly
buﬂdmg d931gns/ building renova-
i+ tioms created by professor Martin
Despang s students were displayed in
.~ theé State Capitol, and his students -
- -are working on more projects inthe
- .towns of St

a.nound the concept,
s the larger: community

eermg isan: attempt to :

“th ision of’ the communities that
" th orlgmal pioneers possessed and

“infiovation.
The original pioneers were .
| motivated by many factors, but
i -among them were a love of the land,
a spirit of selfreliance, a wﬂlmgness
| tohelp othérs and a desire toraise -
! famiilies in 4 safe, supportive and
! ,prosperous environment. Most of all,
the pioneers were motivated by a
desire to be free, to build andlead -
lives best suited to their needs: and ©
temperaments. -
* - Areour hopes that dlfi‘erent
- today?"

The pioneers were, of course,
people just like us, good dand bad
skilled and unskllled successful and
unsuccessfizl: But in looklng back at
those who sticeeeded, those who .
shaped the landscape we inhabit
today; certain qualities becomie

- apparent. These qualities not only

created successful commumtles but -

Edward Petersbu_rg and

P P
~revitalize rural areas by recapturing

- torhuild our future on t.helr legacy of -

-+ :them, as open to new ideas, ‘as
.Wﬂlmg to do what has t

. also can help revitalize them today’ -

Not to romanticize, but the

© succéssful pioneers were coura-

geous. They persevered. They made
sacrifices in order to reallze their
dreams. ‘

The pioneers were bullders
innovators and entrepreneurs. They -
built farmsteads and dry-goods

- stores, mills, roads and bridges. And -

the pioneers utilized the latest .
technology everywhere they could.

brought people together to quilt and
to huigk, to sing and to pray.
The pioneers weren’t afraid of

- diversity — people from vastly.

different places, with vastly different

-customs and languages, worked
" together fo settle the Plains,
uld ‘help with redevelop- P
* . -raise livestock — they were at the
~same time carpenters, teathers, -

“The pioneers didn’t justfarm and

pol1t1c1ans and planners
The pioneers were visionaries.
They could See in their hearts what.
the future could be and understood -
that through hard work and focts,
they could achieve their visions.
The pioneers were optimists —

~ they didn’t let the challenges of rural

llfe dissuade them.
- Imagine if more people in rural

-areas cotdd once: again be as-inspired
“by a vision of what the future holds, .

as reluctant to let challenges sto

their predecessors wete;

We'd still have farms and ra ranches :

but we'd also have move green ,
spaces, cleaner air and safer water,
We'd still have do-ops-and sale barns,
but we'd alsc have a wide range of

business globally
Wwe'd bay more attention to
neneconomic development factors. -

‘We'd include more women in our

decision-making processes and seek

torecruit and retam entire families
instead of just businesses.
We'd recognize the vital impor- .

tance of bringing people together

and thus do more to incorporate the
arts. and humanities mto the develop-
ment process. -,

The original pioneers were
perhaps too successful — we've been

_riding their eoattails in many ways.

But if they could see us today,

. wouldn’t they ask why we haven’t
- The pioneers cared about comimu-
- nity They éreated’ orgamzatmns that

done more to build on the founda-

tlons they laid? Wouldn't they tell us -

how much-harder it was for them;
yet point to all they achieved?
Wouldn’t their eyes glaze over at the
technologlcal frontiers they could .
pioneer today? -

- They proved that people with-
vision and determination can
resliape life on the Great Plains,

somethmg we desperately need todo -

again today. What they failed to teach
us was that reshaping is a never- -
ending process. -

We are forever stakingour clalms

- to the frontier of tomorrow. By

reclaiming thebest of our pioneer
heritage, by applymg pastlessons to
the future, we can, like the original
pioneers, make rural areds prosper. .
What we Iack, though, is a strong
guldmg vision. At its heart, re-

. ‘pieneering is about recapturing hope
. for the future and embarking on a-

- Voyage to-that future with the-same™

- perseverance and fa1th the 0r1g1nal '

pibneers possessed.. i

By ihviting” young people to.
develop their visions there, Boone :
County is regaining a'sense of .

excitement about its future. The
‘students seem excited, tog, and

‘ exmtement is essential to-

businesses utilizing technology todo -

re-pmneermg »
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