lagt month Tt §a
. eral goal o_f having

Up to 4 000 off the pro_] ected
__40 000 JObS wo_uld___be perma-
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a Harvard Umvermty report .

the state ranks 22nd in actual
wind-energy productlon '
One reason is that Nebraska.

is the’ only staté Where all elec-

tric customers are served- by
pubhcly owned utilities.
Nebraska’s public power dis-
tricts have been slow to invest
in wmd power because it . is

- more expensive than generat—,

ing electricity with coal,, .and
the public utilifies’ main goal

- under state law is to deliver the.

cheapest power possible. Also,
the . pubhc—'pbWer structure
. has .posed some legal barri-

ers to wind-farm development,

though what’s called the C-BED |

law pasged in 2007 by state law-
makers gives developers ways

. to work around those barriers.

While describing the. eco-

- nomic potem:lal of . increased
development,

.wind-energy
the report did not criticize the
stafe’s public utilities. -

“Nebraska’s status asa pubhc
power state has provided elec-

_the state have the: apamty to

produce- _]USt

Jmegs
more than 1, 000 megawatts.

Wmd—energy " advocates

ftrymg to make the Nebraska
‘more attractive to wind-en-

ergy developers point to the

" report as eviderice of how the

state colld benefit from- more

wind farms.

Nebraska ‘ranks
hong states’in wmd—

Whl_le

melty rates that are among the
lowest in-the eountry, and pub-
lic- power: ] has served Nebraska
residents sticcessfully for many

years » the report says.
1 changes lawmak

. by a néw: group;. the, Nebraska

Energy Export: Asgociation, is
allowing more wind-energy de-

vélopment optlons besrdes the
C-BED law. - .

While helpmg make Ne-
braska wind farms eligible for
- federal tax credlts like thiose
in other States, -among other

ple outside the state. -

The- group also wants . to
allow: transmission lines. to be
fmanced and constructed‘ 'mg

would éreate the «bulk of the-'.
jobs cited in the report from the
renewable energy lab, part of
the U.S. Department of Energy.




