ceived a'progress report Monday:

afternoon on preliminary work for
the planned Laredo Ridge: Wind
Farpi northeast of Petersburg from

Patrick Dalseth, project coordina-
tor with Midwest Wind  Energy.
- Ne gotiation . ofia power pur-

chasg agreoment (PPA) hiave been: .

comiploted with Nebrasks' Public
Power Dlstrlct ‘Dalseth sald

wind turbines was completed just

before Christmas, Dalsethi said.
~Next stép will be a Jan. 7 meet-

ing with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service and the Nebraska Game .
and Parks Commission for wﬂdhfe' '

habitat mitigation.

Final design work is bemg‘-
done for both the underground

power célléction system and ac-
cessroads.
. Roads Agreement

Dalseth. plans to return to the
cofmniissioners i February w1th a
proposal for a county road agree-
ment that will allow acéess to the
wind turbines and other facilities
from county roads, and provide
for sote temporary modification

of roadways to allow teansporta-

tlen of the 54 wmd turbmes to
the sites.

Although he did not have a map
of the wind turbine sites, Dalseth
noted that 35 to 40 access points
onto county roads will be required

for the wind. farm service roads.-

The county-will be paid for these

access roadiconnections.

A pre-project survey .of the
d: eondil

- “binesare transported In short, this

agreement will reguire the devel—

oper, Edison Midwest Energy, to-

put all roads back in"a condition
at least as: good as they ‘were in
originally, Dalseth said,

Commissioners will also be

asked fo consider a decommission-
ing and site restoration plan for the
wind farm in February.

Dalseth brought along sample
copies of both agreements that
had been approved by the Knox
County Board in 2007 for the
Elkhorn Ridge Wind Farm.

Construction is’ expected to

Jbegin in April, barringany unfore-.

: :-'advertlSe for

Wlnd proyect céo-n_structlon
to start in A

T “Bobne County ofﬁclals re-

- seeriﬁrdé‘lays, anid the wind farm is

expected to be producing electric-
ity by Dec: 31, 2010. T
~ Construction Phase
First steps in the construction
phase will be the grading and
construction of access roads.
This will be followed by exca-

“vations, forming, reinforcement

and concrete pour for the wind

‘tutbine pads.

Lease agreements with: land-j, A
owneis are reaching the final
stages, and the.final siting of the -

The turbine sections and
blades, along with large eranes
to erect them, should begin ar-

_ riving by late Tiine or ear]y July,
- Dalseth said. August is usually
.the key timefor erection of wind
towets because wind speeds are

usually lower.then, A maximum

- wind speed of 12 miles per hour
.. is needed to lift the turbine blades
.into place. Each turbine requires
' abo_uj: 1 1/2 days.to erect.

Two general ‘contractors will

be chosen for this project; Dalseth
- said. One wil] be the contractor to
-eréct the General Electric wind -

turbines, and the.other will be the
contractor to handle the road work
and build the concrete bases.

‘Dalseth is now making a list
of possible subcontractors in the
area who would be interésted in
bidding on portions of the Laredo
Ridge project. Contact inforfna-
tion will be'forwarded to Midwest
Edison. Interested contractors
can e-mail Dalseth at patrick@
midwestwind.com.

Permarient repair and mainte-

‘nance émployees will be hired and

trained by General Electric. This
will likely take place in Augustor
September, and the company wrll

- Doringg Monday S discussion,
it was noted that the Nebraska

Legislature will likely be con-

sidering legislation this year to
change the personal property tax
on wind energy facilities. The
proposal would extend the de-
preciation period over a 20-year
span, rather than the current five
1o seven years _

Dalseth noted that Midwest
plansto offer a C-BED ownership
opportunity for the Laredo Ridge
facility. This opportunity will be
offered first to landowners who
are leasing land for the project,
and then to other Nebraska in-
vestors. '




